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CLAIM LISTING 

1 . (currently amended) In a communication system injduding a first base 
transceiver station (BTS) providing communication coverage of a fipt area and a second BTS 
providing communication coverage of a second area, a method of removing the first BTS from 
the communication system while maintaining communication coverage of both first and second 
areas, the method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a first signal from a first BTS having a first signal strength; 

transmitting a second signal from a second BTS havipg a second signal strength, 
the first signal strength of the first signal in the first area being greater than the second signal 
strength of the second signal in the first area; j 

receiving a command to remove the first BTS from tljie communication system; 

ond 

reducing the first signal strength of the first signal unjil the second signal strength 
of the second signal in the first area is greater than the first signal strjength of the first signal in 
the first area to cause a subscriber unit communicatively coupled to (he first BTS to remove 
communicative coupling with the first BTS and establish communicative coupling with the JJJ 
second BTS: 

determining whether an active data packet transmission is in progress via the first 
BTS: and ; ^> 

increasing a transmission rate of the active data packet transmission from the first ^> 
BTS when the active data packet tr ansmissions,^ determined to be in progress and responsive tn J22 
the command to remo ve the first BTS from the communication system . 1 1 1 



2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further [including the stop of 
wherein increasing a the transmission rate of aa the active data packet transmission comprises 
increasing a the transmission race of the active data packet transmission from the firat BTS via 
unused traffic channels. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of increasing the 
transmission rate of the active data packet transmission from the first; BTS further includes 
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transmitting the active data packet transmission via unused traffic channels normally reserved for 
voice calls. 



4. (original) The method of claim 1 , further including the step of transmitting a 
message adapted to be received by a second subscriber unit in the fif st area to delay attempts to 
establish communicative coupling with a communication network uptil the second signal 
strength of the second signal in the first area is greater than the first signal strength of the first 
signal in the first area. 



5. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the stpp of transmitting the 
message adapted to be received by the second subscriber unit further includes transmitting the 
message via a control channel. 



6. (original) The method of claim 1, further including the steps of identifying a 
malfunction in the operation of the first BTS and issuing a commancj to remove the first BTS 
from the communication system. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the st^p of receiving a command 
to remove the first BTS from the communication system further includes receiving an operator 
command to remove the first BTS from the communication system. 



8. (original) The method of claim 1 s further including the step of transmitting a 
list including at least one BTS neighboring the first BTS . 



CO 



9. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the stpp of transmitting a list 
including at least one BTS neighboring the first BTS further include^ transmitting an updated list 
including at least one BTS neighboring the first BTS prior to the stej| of reducing the first signal 
strength of the first signal. 
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10. (currently amended) In a communication system inpluding a first base 
transceiver station (BTS) providing communication coverage of a fiirst area and a second BTS 
providing communication coverage of a second area, an apparatus fpr removing the first BTS 
from the communication system while maintaining communication poverage of both first and 
second areas, the apparatus comprising: 

a first BTS adapted to transmit a first signal having a first signal strength; 

a second BTS adapted to transmit a second signal haying a second signal strength, 
the first signal strength of the first signal in the first area being greater than the second signal 
strength of the second signal in the first area; 

a controller responsive to a command to remove the £rst BTS from the 
communication system and which issues a command to the first BT$ to reduce the first signal 
strength of the first signal until the second signal strength of the secpnd signal in the first area is 
greater than the first signal strength of the first signal in the fust area to cause a subscriber unit 
communicatively coupled to a first BTS to remove communicative coupling with the first BTS - 
and establish communicative coupling with the second BTS , wherein the first BTS is further 
adapted to determine whether art active data packet transmission is in progress via the first BTS 
and adapted to increase a transmission rate of the active data packet transmission when the active 
data packet transmissions is determined tn h± in progress and responsive to the co mmand tn 



remove the first BTS from the communication system . 



1 1. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first BTS is adapted 
to increa$e a the transmission rate of m the active data packet transmission via unused traffic 
channels. 
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12. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first BTS is adapted 
to increase ft the transmission rate of aa the active data packet transmission via unused traffic 
channels normally reserved for voice calls, ITI 

O 

13. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first BTS is adapted to CD 
transmit a message adapted to be received by a second subscriber unit in the first area to delay -< 



PAGE 8111 * RCVD AT 513112005 9:14:17 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 * DN1S:8729306 * CS!D: 1 8475763533 * DURATION (mm-s$):0M4 



May-31-2005 08:10 F rom-MOTOROLA - 18475763533 T-184 P 009/0 1 1 F-822 



attempts to establish communicative coupling with a communication network until the second 
signal strength of the second signal in the first area is greater than the first signal strength of the 
first signal in the first area. 

14. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the first BTS is adapted to 
transmit the message via a control channel. 

15. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the controller is adapted to 
issue a command to remove the first BTS from the communication system in response to the 
detection of a malfunction in the operation of the first BTS, 

16. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein thp controller is adapted to 
issue a command to remove the first BTS from the communication ^ystem in response to an 
operator command. 

17. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein thp first BTS is adapted to 
transmit a list including at least one BTS neighboring the first BTS. j 

1 8. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein thp controller issues a 
command to the first BTS to transmit an updated list including at le^st one BTS neighboring the 
first BTS in response to a command to remove the first BTS from thp communication system. 



1 9. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein th<? controller comprises a base 
station controller (BSC). j 
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20. (original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the; controller comprises a BTS 
controller. 
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